2020 – The local paper with a Vision for the Future

With petrol recently increased from £7.00 a litre to £8.00 and plastic goods fast becoming a distant memory owing to oil prices, local readers of 2020 Vision  are welcoming the free provision of a large greenhouse or conservatory. This is thanks to a recently bankrupt e company, notorious for its huge supermarkets back at the turn of this century.

Against popular opinion, wisdom and future prediction, ten years ago this month the people were dismayed to find the town was yet another one overtaken by dinosaur politics, for the edifice was obsolete before it was completed. But now that few people can afford to run their own petrol driven vehicles, many successful transition towns are digging up their larger car parks and using the land for growing food locally. The demolition of this car park is due to start in September when the hot summer will have  ended and, hopefully, before the autumn rains come to break up the land that has been under tarmac for so long. A Spokesman from the Soil Regeneration department of the local council says the council has promised several tons of compost towards making the ground viable again
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Local school children are breeding worms The 9-10 year olds are old hands at this now and are enjoying showing the5-6 year olds how it is done as the wormery scheme is being enlarged this term.

Now that the supermarket find it no longer cost effective to transport goods from across the world to stock miles of shelving, we have a ready made greenhouse reminiscent of the fabled Crystal Palace. Plans are already being made to raise seedlings in areas closer to the glass walls, while light tubes will be installed to bring daylight to the darker depths of the interior. The one time delivery area is already busy as plants are brought in from local gardens or allotments and exchanged among the neighbours. Root separation and cuttings take place in this region and it is hoped to overwinter more delicate plants as the Plant Exchange Unit develops. Already a veritable railway terminus of plants arriving and departing rumbles to the  rhythm of trolleys,  wheelbarrows and flowerpot movers. But unlike the old time railways, this station is free of smoke or diesel pollution.

Vast alterations to the building are not envisaged, in order to keep costs down, but necessary changes should give employments to 50-100 people over the coming year Growing food both inside and outside is likely to create another 400 long time jobs. Then there is the promise of skills workshops and alternative therapy clinics in the rooms away from direct sunlight, the one-time offices of the company management. 

If it all sounds like a hive of industry then this matches the bee colonies or hives to the eastern side of the growing region. Paul Parsley who has been interested in bee- keeping since a teenager, says, ‘Older people are pleased to see the return of the buddleia plants. They used to flourish here years ago. Now they are attracting bees once more.’ Fruit trees are also planned for this area, a reciprocal service between blossoms and pollinating bees – and their honey.


 At one time it would have seemed hard to be thankful for the seemingly backward and cowardly decision which allowed this building to take place back in 2010, but we are now grateful for the ready made nursery premises. And to quote Paul Parsley again, ‘As the bees are established the town will once again deserve the name of Bees-ton.’
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An indoor wormery
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